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ÇScientific excellence is the sole selection criterion

ÇProjects in all fields of research are eligible for

funding

ÇIndividual research teams led by a single PI are

supported

ÇSignificant funding is provided to attract the

established and next generation of exceptional research

leaders

ÇGrants are awarded to the host institution that

engages the PI

ÇThe host institution guarantees the PIôsindependence

and provides the research environment to carry out the

project and manage its funding
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ÇResearch teams headed by a single Principal 

Investigator (PI) of any nationality and, if necessary, 

include additional team members.

ÇThe PI does not necessarily need to be employed 

by the host institution at the time when the proposal 

is submitted.

ÇIf not already employed by the host institution, the 

PI must be engaged by the latter at least for the 

duration of the grant.

ÇDevote a significant amount of time to the project. It 

should represent the PI's main workload,
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ÇThe host institution can be any legal entity (public 

or private). 

ÇResearch-performing companies can host a PI as 

long as the PI's independence is not constrained by 

the research strategy of the company.

ÇThe host institution must be situated in a Member 

State of the European Union or in an Associated 

Country. It may also be an International European 

Interest Organization.
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Ç research activities aiming at human cloning for 

reproductive purposes.

Ç research activities intended to modify the genetic 

heritage of human beings which could make such 

changes heritable.

Ç research activities intended to create human 

embryos solely for the purpose of research or for the 

purpose of stem cell procurement, including by 

means of somatic cell nuclear transfer.
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Proposal submissions will be done 

electronically via the Electronic Proposal 

Submission System (EPSS)

Pre-registration is required in order to 

receive a login name and password

Up to the call deadline, it is possible to 

modify a proposal simply by submitting 

a new version
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EPSS Now counts the number of required annexes

(3) and does not allow submission if one is missing 

(e.g; Host Institution letter)

Separation of part B1 and B2 into two separate pdf files 

(for sake of panel members)

Inclusion of a simple budget table by year and by type 

of expenditure
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PROJECT STRUCTURE

Section 1

Scientific leadership potential: 2 pages

Curriculum vitae: 2 pages

Track-record: 2 pages

Extended synopsis: 5 pages

Section 2

Scientific proposal: 15 pages

Section 3

Research environment: 2 pages
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A ERC grant application involves the 

following three separate components:

o The administrative forms (Part A )

o The research proposal (Part B)

o The supporting documentation
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The Administrative Forms

Part A: to be completed in EPSS

- on-line forms A1, A2, A3

The Research Proposal

Part B1:

- Section 1a,b,c ïThe Principal Investigator

- Section 1d ïThe extended synopsis on the scientific proposal

Part B2:

- Section 2 ïThe scientific proposal including the ethical issues table (and, 

when necessary, the explanatory information on ethical issues and how 

they will be treated)

- Section 3 ïThe research environment

The Supplementary Documents

- The supporting statement from the host institution: originally signed, 

stamped and dated by institutionôs legal representative

- Explanatory information on ethical issues and how they will be treated 

(Ethical Issues Annex).
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PART A

Section A1

Information about the research proposal and PI, 

including an abstract of the project proposal and 

the chosen ERC panel for evaluation

Section A2

Information about the PI's Host Institution

Section A3 

Information about the estimated project costs and 

grant required.

Participant Identification Code (PIC)
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Part B1 ïCover page

- Name of the Principal Investigator (PI)

- Name of the PI's host institution for the 

project

- Proposal full title

- Proposal short name

- Proposal duration in months

- Proposal summary (half page)
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Part B1 - Section 1

The Principal Investigator (sections a, b and c)

a. Scientific Leadership Potential (max 2 pages):

i. Early scientific or scholarly contributions

ii. Recognition and diffusion

iii. Assessment of the specific stage of her/his research career 

b. Curriculum Vitae (max 2 pages):

The CV should include a succinct "funding ID" 

c. Early achievements track-Record (max 2 pages):

1. Publications

2. Granted patents

3. Invited presentations 

4. Prizes and Awards

The synopsis (section d)

d. The Extended Synopsis of the scientific proposal (max 5 pages)
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Part B2 - Section 2

The scientific proposal (max 15 pages, excluding 

Ethical Issues Table and Annex)

a. State-of-the-art and objectives

b. Methodology

c. Resources (incl. project costs)

d. Ethical Issues
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Part B2 - Section 3

Research Environment (max 2 pages)

a. PI's Host institution

b. Additional institutions (additional participants)

If more than one institution will be included as a participant in the project, 

you should justify clearly the scientific added value of this additional 

participant to the project. 

For each additional host institution an additional A2 form needs to be 

filled in (see administrative forms at the end)
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Page Format

A4 

Font Type 

Times New Roman 

Font Size 

At least 11 

Line Spacing

Single 

Margins

2 cm
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The Community financial 

contribution Grant to the budget

100% of the total eligible and approved 

direct costs

20% of the total eligible direct costs 

(excluding sub-contracting) towards 

indirect costs
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